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April 4,2003 

Dockets Management Branch (HFA-305) 
Food and Drug Administration 
5630 Fishers Lane, room 1061 
Rockville, Maryland 20852 

Re: Docket No. 02N-0276 (Registr 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

BC Hot House Foods Inc. (“‘BCHH”) welcome 
the U.S. Food and Drug Administration’s proposed rule to rcc 
manufacture, process, pack and/or hold food. BCHH markets 

ation) 

5 this opportunity to comment on 
uire registration of facilities that 
packs and distributes greenhouse 

grown fresh fruits and vegetables (i.e., tomatoes, bell peppe cucumbers, and lettuce) on behalf 
of the sixty growers who share ownership in the private Our packing and distribution 
facility is located less than one hour from the United in Surrey (Vancouver), British 
Columbia, Canada. Last year, BCHH exported approximate1 US S 69 million worth of highly 
perishable produce to the United States. 

It is BCHH’s understanding that the would require registration of 
BCHH’s main packing and distribution center. This is a st -alone facility that packs, markets 
and distributes the fruits and vegetables grown by the sixry owers who own BCHH. We seek 
clarity, however, on two issues related to the definition off 

First, BCHH requests FDA to clarify in the rule that greenhouse facilities 
devoted to growing fruits and vegetables for purposes of me farm 
exemption from the ragisaation requirement. facilities would easily 
fit within the proposed definition of farm as e general physical location devoted 
to the growing of crops . . .“, but FDA does e in the text or preamble to the 
proposal that greenhouses would be considered farms. 
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Second, if such greenhouse facilities are exemp &om the registration requirement 
as fm, BCHH requests clarification as to whether a that also packs and labels the 
fruits or vegetables grown in that greenhouse would be consid 
registration requirement. Certain of the greenhouse 
label at their own greenhouse facilities some of 
The packing and labeling consists oft 1) affixing a PLU sticke to whole fiuits or 
vegetables, and 2) placing the whole fruits or vegetables onto into a box for shipment. 
(Some greenhouses may also place multiple whole 
nettmg to which a label has been superimposed or 
master carton shipped to retailers.) 

FDA proposes to include in the definition of ’ those “facilities that pack or 
hold food, provided that all food used in such activities is r raised on that farm . . .” The 
proposal further provides that “facilities that manufacture d” would be considered 
“farms” for purposes of the registration exemption, “prov food used in such activities 
is consumed on that farm or another farm under the same p.” By negative inference, 
BCHH concludes that the proposal would not deem facilitres manufacture/process food sold 
to a third party to be farms and, therefore, such facilities uired to register with FDA. 

It is not clear, however, whether the agency Id consider the packing and 
labeling done by ccrrain BCHH greenhouse facilities, descri ove, to be “packing” or 
“manufacruring/processing.” The conmsion lies in the pr regulation’s definition of 
manufacturing/processing, which provides labeling and pa ng other actions, as 
examples of manufacturing/processing. There are, there ate questions that need 
clarification. 

1, Would a greenhouse that affixes a PLU sti ker directly to whole fruits or 
vegetables and then places them onto tray and into boxes for shipment be 
considered a farm that "packs" food, and, 
registration requirement? Or would such 
food for third paflies, and, therefore be re i 

’ crefore, be exempt from the 
facility “manufacture/process” 

uired to register? 

2. Would the answer to this change if the enhouse placed the fruits or 
vegetables into plastic bags or netting pri to placing them into boxes for 
shipment? 

* Y * 4 
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BCHH appreciates the oppormniry to comment ith regard to the Agency’s 
proposed implementation of the Act’s registration provision. 8 lease do not hesitate to contact us 
if you have any questions. 

: Sincerely 

Jerome I$oynarski 
Vice Pr *e (ident, Operations 
BC HOI e Ii louse Foods Inc 
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COLUMBIA SQUARE 

555 THIRTEENTH STREET, N-W. 
WASHINGTON, DC 20004-1109 ~ 

Tel.: (202) 637-5600 
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